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Kemal Cem Yilmaz spends most of his time in Germany and his native Turkey. This

is his debut solo recording. His interpretation is forthright. It sounds like he is going

mostly for a solemn serenity and achieving it. He takes about 20% of the repeats:

Variations 2, 4, 6, 10, 11, 19, and the second half of 16. Variations 7, 9, 13, 15, 25,

and the Aria are remarkably slow. 25 is so slow that it lasts 6:28 without repeats.

Variations 26 and 29 project more joyous character, rivaling the blistering speed in

Glenn Gould’s 1955 recording. Yilmaz plays main-note trills (instead of starting from

the upper note) and there is a mis-learned note in Variation 6, but everything else

sounds conventionally pianistic and well prepared. The booklet doesn’t say much

except that Yilmaz humbly reveres Bach. I respect albums that are made as well as

this, but I’m not excited about them. 

[…] I’ve reviewed ten other harpsichord and piano performances of the Goldberg

Variations here in the past two years. Despite their excellence of execution, none of

these three new recordings displace older favorites mentioned in those reviews.
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